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(54) METHOD OF DEGASSING OF SECTION OF COAL ROCK MASS 

(57) The invention relates to the mining industry. The purpose is to improve the efficiency of extraction of 
working fluid and gas from a coal rock mass. A directional well is drilled from the surface. Its horizontal or 
inclined section runs along the stratum. The well is cased and the casing is perforated in the horizontal or sloping 
section. Then working fluid is injected by intervals at a rate which exceeds the natural intake rate of the mass 
and a gas-water permeable reservoir is formed. Then an additional vertical well is drilled from the surface into 
the zone of a hydraulic treatment interval which is located down the stratum dip. The borehole of the vertical 
well is located at a distance from the perforated holes of the gas-water permeable reservoir which does not 
exceed 2/3 of the radius of this interval. The extraction of working fluid and gas from the treated coal rock mass 
is performed through the vertical well. This makes it possible to pump out the fluid and gas from the entire zone 
of the mass being treated. 2 il. 



The invention relates to the mining industry and is intended for degassing of a coal rock mass through 
the wells drilled from the surface. 

The purpose of the invention is to improve the efficiency of extraction of working fluid and gas from a 
coal rock mass. 

Fig. 1 shows the diagram of the method of degassing of a section of a coal rock mass and Fig. 2 shows 
the top view of this diagram. 

The method is implemented as follows. 

Directional well 1 is drilled which has horizontal or inclined end 2 and runs along the stratum being 
treated of coal rock mass 3. Perforations 4 are formed to open up each interval and inject the design amount of 
working fluid by intervals at a rate which exceeds the described intake rate of the mass being treated. During the 
interval hydraulic treatment each treated interval is sealed. After the hydraulic treatment of all intervals the 



sealing material is removed from the inclined or horizontal section to form a water permeable reservoir which 
provides the communication of all treated intervals. Vertical well 5 is drilled from the surface into the zone of a 
hydraulic treatment interval which is located down the stratum dip. The borehole of this well is located at a 
distance from the gas- water permeable reservoir which does not exceed 2/3 of radius R of the hydraulic 
treatment interval. Perforations 6 are formed to open up the coal stratum in the vertical well. Then the working 
fluid and gas are extracted by means of pump 7 which is lowered into the well on rods 8. 

Example. To treat a coal rock mass, a well with a horizontal borehole end was constructed. The 
horizontal borehole runs dipward very outburst-hazardous gas-bearing sandstone above which the unprotected 
outburst-hazardous coal stratum being treated is located. Both the coal stratum and the sandstone have an angle 
of dip of 11°. The thickness of the sandstone is within 40 - 60 m and that of the coal stratum is within 1.2 - 1.5 
m. The occurrence depth of the sandstone in the treatment zone is 1300 m. The length of the drilled well is 1865 
m and the diameter of drilling is 216 mm. The well is cased with steel casing pipes with a diameter of 146 mm 
and a wall thickness of 10.7 mm. The hydraulic treatment of the coal rock mass was performed through the 
horizontal part of the well in seven intervals. The design radius of the hydraulic treatment of one interval is 120 
m. 12,000 m 3 of water are injected into each hydraulic treatment interval at a rate of 40 - 100/10" 3 m 3 s. Sealing 
of the intervals is performed by installing a gel-cement bridging plug and dispersed material. After the treatment 
of all intervals by performing hydraulic washing-out the bridging plugs are withdrawn, which makes the 
horizontal section into the hydraulic reservoir providing the hydraulic communication between the hydraulic 
treatment intervals. The vertical part of the well in which water suction devices can be installed is 250 m in 
length. 

The lower boundary of the injected working fluid is located at a depth of 1400 m. Thus, the height of the 
column of constantly unpumped-out water will be 450 m, which prevents the drainage of gas from the well. The 
intake of water into the well will occur only because of an excess pressure. To remove water more completely 
and increase the rate of extraction of gas into the zone of the hydraulic treatment interval located down the dip, a 
vertical well was drilled from the surface. The borehole of this well was located at a distance of 50 m from the 
perforations of the gas-water permeable reservoir. The diameter of drilling of the -well is 190 mm and the 
diameter of the casing string is 146 mm. The well was perforated throughout the thickness of the treated coal 
rock mass. Pumping-out of water was performed by means of a deep-well pump, which was installed in the 
vertical well. Thus, water was pumped out from the entire zone of the mass being treated, with the water flowing 
into the well not only because of an excess pressure, but also because of the action of the gravitational forces of 
the water. This made it possible to perform the high-quality completion of the well after the hydraulic treatment 
of the mass. 

Claim 

The method of degassing of a section of a coal rock mass, which involves the surface drilling of a 
directional well which has a horizontal or inclined section running along the stratum, the casing of the well, the 
perforating of the casing, the interval injection of working fluid at a rate exceeding the natural intake rate of the 
mass, the formation of a gas-water permeable reservoir and the extraction of working fluid and gas from the 
treated coal rock mass, distinctive in that, to improve the efficiency of extraction of working fluid and gas from a 
coal rock mass, an additional vertical well is drilled from the surface into the zone of a hydraulic treatment 
interval located down the stratum dip through which working fluid and gas are extracted from the treated coal 
rock mass, with the borehole of the vertical well located at a distance from the perforations of the gas-water 
permeable reservoir which does not exceed 2/3 of the radius of the lower hydraulic treatment interval. 
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